Does intracranial dye study contribute to evaluation of carotid artery disease?
One thousand consecutive cerebral arteriograms for suspected carotid artery disease were retrospectively evaluated for the intracranial disease component. Only 784 patients (78 percent) had arteriograms of the intracranial circulation. Forty-six patients (6 percent) had siphon stenosis in the range of 5 to 70 percent. No patient had a lesion encompassing more than 75 percent of the vessel diameter. Thirteen patients (2 percent) had intracranial aneurysms. All patients were asymptomatic from the standpoint of their aneurysms and none required surgical intervention. One additional patient was noted to have an intracranial tumor, which was confirmed by computerized tomography. In this patient population, intracranial dye study did not provide information that altered management.